Minutes of the Public Hearing to consider street/utility improvements to five blocks on the east end of town (1st Street – Ash to Dogwood, Ash Avenue – 1st to 0 and Dogwood Avenue – 1st to 2nd).
September 10, 2007 from 7:00 – 7:30 PM

Heyl absent.

Along with the City’s Engineer, David Palm, the following people were present: Brian Marks, Scot Hagen, June Weis, Karen Kuemper, Lu Mae van der Hagen, Ken Amberg, Glen & Elene Hegna, Walt & Ruth Strey, Paul Setzepfandt and Phil & Barb Krogstad.

The hearing was called to order by Assistant Mayor Welsh.

Three letters were received from Kelvin Ruschen, Pete & JoJo Schmoll and Shirley & LuVerne Strey all voicing their objections to the proposed improvements.  Those present were then given an opportunity to speak.  There were questions as to how the proposed assessments were determined and why the need for a water main on 1st Street from Cherry to Dogwood.  The hearing ended with a “paper” vote by those property owners present on whether or not they wish the project to proceed.  

Hearing adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

September 10, 2007 at 7:30 PM

Heyl absent.

The regular meeting was called to order by Assistant Mayor Welsh.  

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and to authorize payment of the claims.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to table 19-07

adoption of Resolution 19-07, ordering improvement and preparation of 


plans (5 blocks on east end of town).  Passed unanimously.  
Land Use
Contingent upon signed approval by the Renville County Ag Society, a Permit

motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to approve the 


land use permit application of Randy Steffel to construct a storage shed 1’ 


from the fairgrounds property.  Passed unanimously.

Library

According to Pioneerland Library Board member Setzepfandt, the library 


system is requiring all libraries to have new computers by 2010.  The City 


Foundation has $6800 donated for the library and future fundraisers will 


be planned.

Cooperative
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve Agreement
amendment No. 1 to MnDOT Cooperative Construction Agreement No. 


90388-R, allowing for a reimbursement to the City of $23,318.68.  Passed 


unanimously.  These funds will be used to help pay for the decorative 


lighting on Hwy. 212.

St. Mary’s
The Council tabled approval of a lease agreement with St. Mary’s for the Parking Lot
public to use its parking lot until they have a document in-hand. 

Part-time
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve Officers
the hiring of full-time licensed police officers, John Agre and Michelle 


Jansen, as part-time on-call officers.  Passed unanimously.

Police Chief
Based on the background investigation report performed on chief 

Position
candidate Jeffrey VanGrinsven, a motion was made by Cooper and 


seconded by Schneider to rescind its offer to hire him as the City’s new 


police chief.  Passed unanimously.

Sewer

There currently remains 20 properties which are still connected to the old Separation
combined sewer system.  They will need to be disconnected by October 1st Project

so the Contractor can begin work on the storm water pond.  Sanitary 


sewage cannot be allowed in the storm water retention pond.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
