Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
August 9, 2010 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider

Prior to the regular meeting, at 7:15 PM, the Council viewed a 10 minute video presentation by the LMC entitled “Cities, Services & Funding: Broader Thinking, Better Solutions,” an initiative designed to spur a statewide dialogue about city services and how those services are paid for.

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Mayor Seidl.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Mireles

Cleotilde Mireles was present to question the high water usage at her residence.  City

Water/Sewer
 Staff have been at her home to test the meter in her presence, with the meter testing

Bill
 accurate.  It was suggested that she hire a plumber to go through her house and to keep a close eye on how much water is being used by periodically checking the meter.
Water Main
The Council had previously approved ½ the cost of an estimate by Juul Contracting Company ($7777.00) to move a water main adjacent to the UFC Elevator.  Due to increased footage, the total bill was $10,019.10.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to pay an additional $1271.05 (includes $300 for testing/chlorinating) to Juul Contracting.  Passed unanimously.
2011 

The Council reviewed the preliminary 2011 proposed Budget and Levy, which includes

Budget/Levy
an overall 5.8% increase in the Levy from 2010.  There was no increase in the levy from 2009 to 2010.  The preliminary Budget/Levy will need to be approved at the next regular meeting.

Electric

Karen Young, Community & Local Governmental Relations for Xcel Energy, was present
Franchise
 to answer any questions regarding the proposed Electric Franchise Ordinance drafted
Ordinance
 by Xcel Energy.  The Ordinance is silent on the issue of exclusivity, and nothing in the verbiage prevents the City from establishing its own electric utility.  The process would involve condemnation and purchase of the Xcel Energy System.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve the proposed Electric Franchise Ordinance.  Passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve publication of a summary of the Ordinance, stating that the full Ordinance is available upon request.  Passed unanimously.  The Council questioned Xcel Energy’s intentions regarding their vacant building on Hwy. 212.  Karen is working with Facility Staff to get an answer.  Xcel Energy will take care of eliminating the weeds in the fenced-in area.
Meeting adjourned

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
