Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
August 27, 2007 at 7:30 PM

All members present.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and to authorize payment of the claims.  Passed unanimously.

Flower

Mark Glesener, Bird Island Civic and Commerce, was present to request Baskets
permission to place pole flower planters on the City’s 22 decorative light 


poles.  The approximate cost of $4200 will be supplied through donations.  

A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Schneider to allow the 


request.  Passed unanimously.

Grass Rig
Two bids were received for a new grass rig for the Fire Department: 


$71,911.00 from Heiman and $81,499.00 from Clarey’s.  A motion was 


made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to accept the low bid of 


$71,911.00 from Heiman.  Passed unanimously.  Funding of the vehicle 


will come from a DNR Grant, donations, fundraisers, the Townships and 


approximately $14,000 from City property taxes.

Ambulance
In order to accommodate storage of the First Responder ambulance, bids Storage
were received to make improvements to the maintenance garage building.  

A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Cooper to accept the bid 


of $6039 from P&L Builders to replace the door and insulate and steel the 


south side of the building.  Passed unanimously.  If necessary, the Council 


will consider insulating the rest of the building.

Sewer

The Council reviewed a list of approximately 100 property owners that are Project

currently not in compliance with the private sewer line requirements 


mandated by the MPCA and USDA Rural Development; 26 of which are 


still hooked unto the old sewer system.  It is imperative that these 26 


properties are removed from the combined system by October 1, 2007.
Street

David Palm, Bolton & Menk, Inc., was present to submit an amended Improve-
preliminary engineering report on street and utility improvements to five ments

blocks on the east end of town.  The amendment basically involves 


changing Ash Avenue (1st to 0 Street) from a 9-ton to a residential street 


design.  The hearing for this project will take place at 7 PM on September 


10th.  The Council then reviewed a possible change order involving 


approximately 600’ of street improvements on 13th Street south of Hwy. 


212.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Cooper to approve a 


change order of approximately $73,000 for some utility work and 



grading/graveling 600’ of 13th Street.  The bituminous and concrete work 


will be excluded until confirmation that the senior housing project is a go.  

Passed unanimously.
4-Way

A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Engelmann to 

Stop

recommend to MnDOT that a temporary 4-way stop be placed at the 


intersection of Hwy. 212 & Main Street while waiting for the new signal 


light to be installed (approximately 1 month).  Passed unanimously.

City Hall
A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann to accept the Floor

bids of Dan’s Floor Covering & Paint ($3550) and Quad State Asbestos 


Removal, Inc. ($4422) to remove and replace the floor tile in the City Hall 

meeting room.  Passed unanimously.

2008

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve Budget/Levy
Resolution 18-07, adopting the proposed 2008 Budget ($1,205,383) and 


Levy ($317,964).  This is a 2.9% increase over last year.  Passed 



unanimously.

Police

Ben Schroeder did not accept the City’s offer to become it’s next police Chief

chief; therefore, depending a background investigation, a motion was 


made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to offer the position to 


Jeffrey VanGrinsven with a starting salary at Step IV of the pay scale, 


based on his past experience as a police chief.  Passed unanimously.  He 


will receive a step up upon completion of CLEO training.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

