Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
July 26, 2010 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and land use permits for Peggy O’Loughlin (modular home), Cleotilde Mireles (porch), Randy Billmeier (garage addition) and Steve O’Neill (storage shed).  Passed unanimously.

Ditch 66
Regarding the City’s petition for removal/transfer from County Ditch 66, the viewers

Petition
 have estimated future annual maintenance costs to the City at anywhere from $2500 to $16,000.  They are recommending the annual fee to Bird Island at $7000.  This is unacceptable to the City as the annual discharge from the ponds to the Ditch has decreased from approximately 100 mg. to 30 mg.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve a maximum annual fee of $2500; if not acceptable to the Ditch Authority, the petitions will be removed.  Passed unanimously.

Police Report
Interim Police Chief Nic Smith submitted his report for May/June.  A grant was awarded for an in-car camera system and the new squad car was ordered with delivery in August.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to increase part-time officer pay to $13.00/hour with a cost-of-living increase at the beginning of each year.  Passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann to add Douglas Best to the part-time officer roster.  Passed unanimously.  It was suggested that a confidentiality agreement be signed by our cleaning contractor.  

Utility Rates
Due to the increase in O&M costs (water fund) and a decrease in water usage, utility
Study
 rates will need to increase to pay off the debt accumulated from recent projects.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh that, effective 1-1-11, the base rate for water be increased from $17.50 to $20.00.  Passed unanimously.
Electric

The Council reviewed a draft Electric Franchise Ordinance prepared by Xcel Energy.  The

Franchise
 Council would like verbiage added stating that the franchise be non-exclusive and that

Ordinance
 the City would have the right to establish its own electric utility.  These thoughts will be relayed to Xcel Energy Liaison, Karen Young, along with questions relating to Xcel’s intentions regarding its vacant building and the lack of weed control in the fenced-in area.

Hazardous
A “hazardous building” letter will be sent to the owner of the fire-damaged building at

Building
 120 South 10th Street.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
