Minutes of the Public Hearing to Consider Re-Zoning Land 

from Agriculture to Residential
(Zimmerman’s and Pelican Lake’s Second Additions)

July 14, 2008 at 7:00 PM

All members present.

Citizens present: John & Kim Desotell, Joyce & Zach Minkel, Gene & Brian Zens, Ken & John Amberg and Neal Prokosch

The Hearing was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

The purpose of the hearing was to receive citizen input regarding the re-zoning to Residential all portions of Zimmerman’s and Pelican Lake’s 2nd Additions which are currently zoned Agriculture.  The Council recently approved the final plats for both Additions with the purpose of encouraging residential development.  The main concern of those present was the possibility of having development occur in their “back yards”, having purchased their properties because of location on the edge of town.  There was frustration vented on not being consulted during plat development and “sale of lot” requirements.  Only those lots that have infrastructure available can be sold at this time.  There were questions and answers regarding levying of assessments for future infrastructure improvements.  There was also concern that the Council allow for adequate open/green space.
The hearing was adjourned at 7:30 PM

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

July 14, 2008 at 7:30 PM

All members present.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Cooper to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Open Forum
During the Open Forum, John Desotell requested that the Council consider 

leasing him Lot 1, Block 1 of Pelican Lake 2nd Addition at a cost of 


$1069.56 per year.  The Council will discuss the request at a future 


meeting.

Resolution
A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Welsh to adopt 

5-08

Resolution 5-08, approving variance from land use Ordinance to re-zone 


Zimmerman and Pelican Lake 2nd Addition to Residential.  Passed 



unanimously.

Water 

Herman Djarmarajah, Bolton & Menk, Inc.(BMI), was present to discuss System

his evaluation of Bird Island’s water treatment facilities.  The report was Analysis
precipitated by the suggestion to only operate/maintain one treatment plant 

and to lower the total trihalomethanes (TTHM) in the distribution system.  

It was determined that the capacity of either of the existing treatment 


facilities is adequate to meet the projected water demand; however, 


because of the aging of the in-town wells and the lack of well redundancy 


at the east treatment facility, a new well will need to be drilled regardless 


of which treatment plant is chosen.  To control the level of TTHM in the 


system, five treatment alternatives were discussed.  Before either 



treatment plant is abandoned, BMI recommends that the City drill a test 


well near the in-town facility to verify the availability of additional water 


supply.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to 


authorize BMI to write specifications for drilling a test well.  Passed 


unanimously.

4th Street
BMI has estimated the elevation of Weis’ private sewer line and it is being Sanitary
suggested that an 8” sanitary sewer main can be constructed down 4th Sewer

Street south of Ranchwood Drive without the need for a lift station.  The 


main can also be extended farther south to pick up the Smith house.  The 


engineer’s estimate for this option is $172,513.23.  USDA has stated that 


sewer grant funds can be used for this improvement, and it has been 


estimated that the sanitary sewer portion of the citywide project is 



approximately $180,000 under budget.  With this information, a motion 


was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize a change 

order for this improvement and for BMI to engineer the project.  All voted 

in favor except Cooper who abstained.

Police 

Upon recommendation by Chief Bumgarner, a motion was made by Report

Cooper and seconded by Schneider to hire John Reigstad as a fulltime 


police officer beginning in August, at which time the police chief position 


will drop down to half-time.  Passed unanimously.

Private 
Should it become necessary, a motion was made by Welsh and seconded Wells

by Schneider to enlist legal advice on the enforcement of Ordinance 153, 


Section 7.03, as it pertains to private well issues in the City limits.  Passed 


unanimously.

BMH

A request has been made by Brian Matthew Hauer Enterprises to come Enterprises
into Bird Island on a regular basis to collect electronic waste.  A motion 


was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to allow the request, 


provided the company is licensed by the City (similar to refuse haulers), 


they find a private collection site and the City has the right to rescind the 


license should any problem arise.  Passed unanimously.
Old Betsy
The Bird Island Relief Association is requesting that the City give them 


“Old Betsy” (1931 Fire Truck) to own and maintain with organization 


fundraisers.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann 


to grant their request.  Passed unanimously.
Training
At least every four years, two Council members are required to attend 


Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Training.  Cooper will attend the 


session in Olivia on August 11th and Engelmann will attend on July 22nd in 

Willmar.

RED Loan
The City will receive $200,000 no interest loan through the USDA Rural 


Business Service/Rural Economic Development Loan Program to help 


local residents with their private sewer line hook ups.  Since only $52,000 


has been utilized, the City is checking with the State Program Director for 


possible uses for the remaining funds.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
