Minutes of the Public Hearing to Discuss the Allowance of Construction of Single Family Dwelling (Prokosch) in B-2 Highway Commercial District
June 8, 2009 at 7:00 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Hightshoe, Schneider, Cooper.

Mayor Seidl opened the public hearing.

The public hearing was called to receive public input on the request of Neal & Brenda Prokosch to construct a single family dwelling in the B-2 Highway Commercial District.  Neal was present to discuss their intent to build a home on Lots 1-20 Block 2 of Poseley’s Addition, which is in the B-2 District.  There were no questions or concerns raised by those present.  

As such, the hearing was adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

June 8, 2009 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Hightshoe, Schneider, Cooper

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Engelmann to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and land use permits for LaDon Henslin (pool/deck), Bill Leach (2 small decks) and Joe Dale (2 decks).  Passed unanimously.

Prokosch
Regarding the Prokosch land use permit (new home), a motion was made Home

by Engelmann and seconded by Hightshoe to approve the permit with a 5’ 


north setback (adjacent neighbors approved).  Passed unanimously.  A 


motion was made by Hightshoe and seconded by Engelmann to adopt 


Resolution 11-09, approving variance to allow a single family dwelling be 


constructed in the B-2 Highway Commercial District (Lots 1-20, Block 2, 


Poseley’s Addition).  Passed unanimously.  To provide water to the 


property, it was suggested that a 2’ water main be constructed under 12th 


Street North to service both the Prokosch and Woelfel properties.  A 


motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to approve the 


suggestion, provided the cost is borne by the two parties benefiting 


(Prokosch/Woelfel).  Passed unanimously.
Ordinance
The Council again discussed the properties in town that share water 

192

service lines and curb stops (shut offs).  A motion was made by Seidl and 


seconded by Schneider to send written notices to the properties in question 

allowing them one year to comply with Ordinance 192.  Passed 



unanimously.  After one year enforcement action will be necessary.  

Neubauer
David Neubauer was present to discuss his shed water/sewer bills from Water/Sewer
June/July of 2008.  The water meter registered a total of 106,900 gallons, Bill

with total billings of $1185.  He has made payments on the bill and 


currently owes $582.00.  He is requesting a credit of $291.00.  He feels the 

current City policy is flawed and based on fear.  He suggests a new policy 


be instituted whereby a one-time credit can be issued for unusually high 


accounts with unique circumstances.  If a new policy were enacted, it 


could not apply to past situations.  In addition, water meters have not been 


proven to run fast; they may (over time) slow down and quit.  With the 


high cost of operating and maintaining the water system and the large 


outstanding debt, it would be hard to write-off any accounts receivable.  


No action was taken by the Council at this time.

Mo 

Mo Schemmel was present to voice his concerns regarding his well water Schemmel
level.  He has run out of water and had to lower his pump several times.  It Well

is his belief that the City’s in-town water usage is affecting his well.  Mo 


was advised to complete/submit the DNR Water Well Information and 


Complaint Questionnaire.  The DNR will investigate the situation and 


determine liability, if any.

Elmwood
A request was made for the City to construct and pay for a handicapped Estates

approach and sidewalk at 1120 Elmwood Avenue at a cost of $625.00.  


The Council felt the property owner should pay for the improvements.

Dan Wolff
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hightshoe to approve 

the hiring of Dan Wolff for extra maintenance help as needed.  Passed 


unanimously.

Water

Since the well water levels in-town are dropping about 5’ per month, it System

was decided to start up the eastside plant until renovations begin 



(approximately 75 days).  A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by 

Engelmann to award the treatment plant improvement project to Eagle 


Construction (low bidder) and to authorize signing of contracts.  Passed 


unanimously.  The total project cost is $659,400, with $546,000 grant-


eligible and $113,400 loan-eligible (20 yr. – 1% interest).  A motion was 


made by Cooper and seconded by Engelmann to adopt Ordinance 204, 


permitting the establishment of water restrictions, should the need arise.  


Passed unanimously.  Discussion was held regarding the possible need for 


a second well at the east treatment plant site.  If both projects (plant 


renovation & well) are completed under the same PFA loan package, the 


City will save about $10,000 in legal fees.  A motion was made by 



Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to order plans and specifications be 


completed on a second well, provided at least an 80% grant is available.  


All voted in favor except Hightshoe who abstained.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
