Minutes of the Public Hearing to Discuss the Possible Vacation 

of 9th Street South of Grove Avenue
June 28, 2010 at 7:00 PM

Council member present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh

Mayor Seidl opened the public hearing.

The hearing was called to receive public input on the possible vacation of the unopened 9th Street r.o.w. south of Grove Avenue.  This action was precipitated by the threat of a lawsuit from Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Johnson who are strongly requesting all obstructions (shed & trees) be removed from the r.o.w.  Permission was granted (with stipulations) by a previous Council to allow the moveable shed to be placed on the r.o.w.  In addition, the Council has no plans to develop the land south of the r.o.w.; therefore, the “dedicated road” becomes unnecessary.  Thomas Van Hon, Attorney for the Johnsons, stated that the Johnson’s preference would be removal of all obstructions from the r.o.w; however, if the Council does not order removal, they would be agreeable to the vacation.  Virgil Green and Steve & Summer O’Neill were also present to ask questions about the process and the logic for such a decision.  The hearing was closed by Mayor Seidl at 7:30 PM.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

June 28, 2010 at 7:30 PM

Council member present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last public hearing/regular meeting and a land use permit for Jim Jacobs (front porch).  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to approve

11-10

Resolution 11-10, vacating 9th Street south of Grove Avenue.  Passed 


unanimously.

Senior

EDA President, Dawn Mertens, was present to discuss the possibility of Housing
the City financing and owning a 24-unit (18 assisted living; 6 independent) 

senior housing facility.  The project would be constructed and managed by 

Traditions of MN.  Because municipalities can receive lower interest rates 


on financing and pay 5% of rent in lieu of property taxes, it appears to be a 

far more viable project if the City owns the facility.  The interest savings 


(7% to 4.5%) each year with the City owning the facility is approximately 


$48,000 on a $2.5 million loan.  A recent cash flow analysis suggests that 


such a facility would break even at an 80-85% occupancy rate.  The 


Council supports the construction of a senior housing facility but would 


like commitments before risking taxpayer dollars.  Possible amounts and 


types of commitments were discussed.  A public informational meeting 


will be held at 5:00 PM on July 12th at City Hall to further discuss the 


issue.
13th Street
Four bids for improvements to 13th Street were opened on June 24th and 


tabulated by Bolton & Menk, Inc.  The low bid of $191, 928.50 was 


submitted by Neisen’s Paving & Excavating of Arlington, MN.  (9% 


below Engineer’s Estimate)  Upon recommendation by Bolton & Menk, 


Inc., a motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to accept 


the low bid of Neisen’s Paving & Excavating.  Passed unanimously.

Janitorial
A bid of $50 (plus tax) was submitted by Cherydon Cleaning Services to Bid

clean the Police/Maintenance Department building every two weeks.  A 


motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to accept the 


bid as presented and to sign a contract with Cherydon Cleaning Services.  


Passed unanimously.
Admin

A bid for $3035.18 was submitted by WPCC, Inc. for two computer Computers
systems for the Administration offices.  Both systems include Windows 7 


Pro, Office 2007 Small Business and a 2-year antivirus.  A motion was 


made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to purchase the two 


computer systems from WPCC, Inc.  Passed unanimously.

Loss Control
Following an inspection of the ball park by a LMCIT Loss Control Recom-
Consultant, several recommendations were submitted that will add to the mendations
safety features already in place.  The City will respond, in writing, to the 


recommendation.

MPCA
 
The Council reviewed the annual NPDES/SDS Permit Compliance 

Permit

Summary Report submitted by the MPCA.  In 5 months in 2009, the pH Compliance
effluent limit was exceeded.  Staff is working with the MPCA and MRWA Report

and pH levels have been lower in 2010.

Drinking
Chlorine levels in the water leaving the water tower have been lower than Water

needed.  Staff is working with the Engineer and MRWA to solve the 


problem.  
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
