Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
June 22, 2009 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Hightshoe, Schneider, Cooper

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Fire 

Fire Chief Dawn Soukup was present to request the Council’s support in Station

applying for a Fire Station Construction Grant through the Assistance to 


Firefighters Program.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 


(ARRA) has allocated $210 million for the construction of new fire 


stations and/or modification of existing fire stations.  The current fire hall 


is too small for the department’s needs and the ambulance is currently 


being stored in a separate location.  A motion was made by Cooper and 


seconded by Engelmann to apply for the grant and allocate a 5% City 


contribution.  All voted in favor except Hightshoe who was opposed.

Land Use
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to approve Permits
land use permits for Keith Scott (deck) and Maria Fischer (fence), 



provided Fischer’s fence posts are moved back two feet as agreed.  Passed 


unanimously.  Staff will research City Ordinances regarding number and 


breeding of dogs in a residential district.

Trailer Vac/
The trailer vac is in need of repairs and not worth fixing.  Water system Water

backwash water is being used to flush sewer lines and it is felt that rental System

equipment can be leased to clean catch basins.  Quotes will be solicited.  


Since switching to the country treatment plant/well, the in-town static 


level has gone up 40 feet; however, disposing of the backwash water has 


become time-consuming and expensive.  Administration/Public Works 


will decide when to switch back to the in-town system in preparation for 


treatment plant improvements at the east treatment plant.  Operator 


Schulte was commended for his efforts throughout this process.

Ball Park
Mike Nagel was present to thank City Staff/Council and specifically 


Woelfel, Engelmann and Seidl for their help with ball park improvements 


in preparation for the 2010 State Amateur Baseball tournament.  The 


project is ahead of schedule and under budget.
Police 

Police Chief Bumgarner submitted and reviewed his monthly report.  The Report

Council discussed two new pieces of legislation regarding the Primary 


Seatbelt Law and Administrative Citations.  Adoption of a resolution 


authorizing the issuance of administrative citations was tabled until the 


next meeting.  Six properties were identified by the Police as violating the 


City’s Nuisance Ordinance.  A motion was made by Cooper and seconded 


by Schneider to send notice to the property owners requesting that they 


“please” abate those nuisances listed within 30 days or further action will 


be necessary.  Passed unanimously.  The alcohol compliance check 


conducted by the County Sheriff’s Department was discussed.  The cases 


that failed the check may be referred to the County Attorney’s Office for 


appropriate action.  The City’s public safety staff will be consulting with 


the County regarding the need for a compatible radio system and 



application for grant funds to purchase the equipment.

Storm Water
A brief discussion was had regarding the City’s storm water facilities.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

