Minutes of the Public Hearing to discuss the variance application of 

Steve Christenson (310 Birch Avenue) to construct a house addition 12 ½’ from the east property line.
June 11, 2007 at 7:00 PM

All members present.

The hearing was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

Steve and Dar Christenson were present to discuss their need for a 2 ½ variance from their east property line.  No one from the public was present to object to the variance request.  There was some discussion on “line of sight” versus “setback” requirements.

Hearing adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

June 11, 2007 at 7:30 PM

All members present.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Cooper to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and land use permits for Todd Sheehan (new home) and Renville County Ag Society (pole shed).  Passed unanimously.  Pursuant to Ordinance 163 and proof that adjacent property owners approved the 5’variance, a motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to approve the land use permit for Larry Grafenstein (storage shed).  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to adopt 

9-07

Resolution 9-07, approving variance to allow a 12 ½’ setback from east 


property line at 310 Birch Avenue, contingent upon approval by adjacent 


neighbor, Ron Wilber.  Passed unanimously.

Housing
Monte Eastvold, Northland Securities, was present to review documents TIF

relating to the TIF District being established for the senior housing project.  

It is presently being proposed as a 25 year pay-as-you-go District.  Briggs 


& Morgan is writing the verbiage that will detail how the City will be 


reimbursed for infrastructure to the site.  A motion was made by Welsh 


and seconded by Engelmann to adopt Resolution 10-07, calling a public 


hearing for July 23, 2007 at 7 PM to discuss the proposed establishment 


of this Housing TIF District.  Passed unanimously.

Prairie

Jim Flann was present to express his concerns regarding the possible 

Agra Fuels
construction of a biomass pellet manufacturing plant west of his property, 


particularly truck traffic issues.  He submitted a multitude of questions to 


the Council, most of which should be answered by a preliminary 



Engineer’s report and an Environmental Impact Statement, both of which 


are currently underway.
Illegal

Due to the 212 reconstruction project, people are using the property west Detour

of Oak Avenue as a detour route.  This is illegal and vehicles will be 


ticketed.  In addition, the City will request owner permission to put up 


temporary fencing to keep vehicles out of the area.

Wastewater
Upon recommendation by Tim Hagemeier, MRWA, a motion was made Ponds

by Welsh and seconded by Cooper to solicit bids from appropriate 



companies to move material away from the inlet pipes at the stabilization 


ponds.  Passed unanimously.

Water

The private water line east of Ranchwood/4th Street is in need of 

Line

repair/replacement.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by 


Cooper to authorize replacement of the line with 1 ½” pipe provided 


owners agree to the assessment; if not, the City will proceed with the 


public hearing process.  Passed unanimously.
Concrete
Duininck Bros, Inc. is requesting to set up a temporary concrete batch Plant

plant on property owned by the City, west of 13th Street.  A motion was 


made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to allow this usage, provided 


a written agreement is in place stating the land will be restored to its 


previous state and any dust control issues are resolved.  Passed 



unanimously.

Recycling
Discussion was tabled regarding the possible fencing of the recycling 


containers near the maintenance shop at 340 Elm Avenue.

Ball Park
The City received a letter stating concerns with vehicles driving on the Traffic

grass areas of the ball park.  A motion was made by Cooper and seconded 


by Welsh to forward the concerns to the Bird Island Baseball Association 


for their recommendations.  Passed unanimously.

Custodian
Don Dummer resigned as Municipal Building/Library Custodian effective 


May 31, 2007.  The position was advertised and several applications were 


received.  It was discussed that is may be better to contract out for 



custodial services.  A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by 


Engelmann to seek proposals from qualified contractors and to sign an 


agreement with the lowest responsible bidder.  Passed unanimously.

COBRA
According to information presented to the Council, the duration of 



continuation of insurance coverage under COBRA law for voluntary 


termination is 18 months.  The Council continues to work to provide fair 


post-employment health insurance benefits to eligible employees, 



currently addressing Chief Kennedy’s situation.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
