Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
May 9, 2011 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, J. Engelmann, C. Engelmann, Lynch

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by C. Engelmann and seconded by Lynch to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and land use permit for John O’Neill (deck).  Passed unanimously.

Open Forum
Jim Flann was present for the Open Forum to question why the City is challenging Bird Island’s 2010 Census population of 1042 and the procedure being used to do so.  The 2010 count is 49 less than the State Demographers’ 2009 estimate of 1091.  Vocal contact is being made with citizens to confirm household population as of April 1, 2010.

Ball Park 
Questions continue to surface regarding money spent, water used and access to Lions
Updates 
Memorial Park.  Mer Athmann and Dr. Mike Nagel, representing the BOLD Baseball Association, were present to discuss funds that the Association spent on the facility over the last seven years, the recent improvements that were made and the State Amateur Baseball Tournament, which was held at the facility in 2010.  The Association has spent $350,841 since 2005 and the City allocated $50,000 (Council budgeted $10,000 annually for five years…the Council generally budgets $10,000 annually for capital outlay in the parks & rec. department…so no new taxes) which was spent on a mower, red aggregate and partial payment to Randi Construction for a new 57’ x 34’ block building.  Local contractors were used as much as possible.  Electrical services were provided by Ewer’s Electric, who donated all their labor charges.  Marty Athmann served as Food Coordinator for the Tournament; Athmann’s Inn did not profit from the event.  As for operations and maintenance of the facility, the City has a Joint Powers Agreement with the School.  The School pays for the electricity during school months and the City pays during the summer.  The School is not charged for any water usage nor is anyone else who uses the facility.  The current Council concurs with this policy.  The City contracts with BOLD Baseball Association to manage the facility for $5000 per year (City pays ½; School pays ½).  The City budgets an additional $1000 for supplies.  It was again determined that it is not feasible to open the main field to the public, due to the possibility of vandalism and incorrect use of the field.  The Council thanks all those who donate their time, energy and resources to help make Lions Memorial Park a place we can all be proud of.
Police
Discussions continue with the County on possibly contracting with the County Sheriff’s 

Department
Department for police protection.  Further analysis will be needed as to cost savings for a 60 hour per week contract.  Sheriff Hable is agreeable to addressing the Council or attending a town meeting to discuss the pros and cons of contracting.  Interim Police Chief Nic Smith is requesting a decision be made by June 1st on his “interim” status.  A motion was made by C. Engelmann and seconded by J. Engelmann that effective June 1, 2011, Nic Smith be hired a full time police chief with a one year probationary period.  Passed unanimously.

Summer Help
Three applications were received for the summer help position: Eli Dale, Ben Wolff and Trevor Zimmerman.  A motion was made by J. Engelmann and seconded by Lynch that, following a successful background check, the Administrator and Woelfel decide which candidate to hire.  Passed unanimously.

USDA Grant
USDA Rural Development is de-obligating remaining grant funds for the
Funds 
water/sewer/storm sewer project because the project has concluded and grant funds are no longer necessary for completion of this project.  The City can request an informal review, mediation or appeal.  Requests for specific uses for the funds have been denied.  A motion was made by C. Engelmann and seconded by J. Engelmann to approve the withdrawal of the remaining grant funds.  Passed unanimously.
Library Roof
On 11-23-09 the Council approved the hiring of S&G Construction to install lifetime shingles on the library roof at a cost of $7936.03 + $300 for a dumpster.  Prices have been updated to include an additional cost of $175 for the shingles.  A motion was made by J. Engelmann and seconded by C. Engelmann to approve the increase in material cost and to request bids from Tom Smith and Al Lidbeck for the rain gutters.  Passed unanimously.

Purchasing
A draft Purchasing Policy was presented to the Council for their consideration.  A motion

Policy 
was made by C. Engelmann and seconded by J. Engelmann to approve the Policy as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

