Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
May 14, 2007 at 7:30 PM

All members present.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Welsh to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  All voted in favor except Engelmann who abstained.  A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Engelmann to approve land use permits for Ty Erickson (fence) and Ron Wilbur (fence).  Passed unanimously.  Regarding the Steve Christenson land use permit application (house addition), a motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to call a public hearing to discuss the variance request of a 12 ½’ setback.  All voted in favor except Cooper who was opposed.  A motion was then made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to pass a Resolution calling a hearing date for 7:00 PM on June 11th.  All voted in favor except Cooper who was opposed.

Open Forum
Complaints were raised regarding access to Highway 212 by adjacent 


property owners.  Contact will be made with MnDOT and the Contractor 


to stress the importance of informing and accommodating adjacent 



property owners as best as they can during the reconstruction of Hwy. 212.  

Property owners along Oak Avenue west of Main Street stated concern 


regarding the condition of the road especially after it rains.  Sub grading 


and gravel work is scheduled for the near future.  In the interim, the 


Contractor will need to make the road passable.

TIF

Dick Asleson, Northland Securities, was present to discuss the concept of District

a TIF Housing District and scenarios regarding a 15 year and 25 year 


District duration.  Northland Securities is preparing the TIF plan for the 


senior housing facility.  Upon completion of the plan, a public hearing will 

be held.
Land Use
Jeanette Larson was present to request the Council consider adopting an Issue

ordinance regulating the direction that buildings are placed on the 



“buildable area” of lots.  Further research will be needed before any action 

is taken.

Sunrise
Russ Koopman and Bob Ryan, Sunrise Agra Fuels, were present to 

Agra Fuels
discuss the possibility of constructing a biomass pellet manufacturing 


plant on land in the northwest part of town.  They are asking that the City 


provide infrastructure to the site and form an Economic Development TIF 


District that could reimburse the costs for infrastructure improvements, 


site development, land purchase and footings/foundation.  Several 



property owners along Oak Avenue west voiced their concerns with the 


site location stating concerns with traffic, noise, odor, pollution, etc.  No 


decision was made by the Council at this time; however, alternative sites 


will again be explored and the Council will work to answer all of the 


questions brought forth by concerned property owners.

Purchase
John Desotell was present to offer to purchase from the City a 100’ x 200’ Offer

parcel of land east of the property he currently owns.  The Council will 


take the offer under advisement but will make no decision to sell any land 


until the sewer separation project is complete.
City/212
The Contractor (Duininck Bros. Inc.) for the Hwy. 212 project is 

Projects
requesting to designate certain city streets as “haul roads”.  All of the 


roads, except 6th Street from Ash to 212, have already been designated as 


haul roads for the City project.  Under both contracts, the Contractor is 


required to maintain/repair haul roads.  A motion was made by Engelmann 

and seconded by Welsh to approve the haul road designations provided the 

Engineer concurs and there is no extra cost or responsibility to the City.  


Passed unanimously.  Due to the problem with location of the decorative 


lighting on Hwy. 212, there will not be room for all eight poles.  A motion 

was made by Welsh and seconded by Cooper to move the four lights at the 

intersection of Main and 212 and to purchase two additional lights, with 


part of the cost to be reimbursed by MnDOT.  Passed unanimously.  Xcel 


Energy will do the work.  Concern with erosion at the new pond site was 


discussed.  The City’s Engineer will be consulted.

Summer
Upon recommendation by Woelfel, a motion was made by Engelmann and Help

seconded by Schneider to hire Alex Jacobs for summer help.  Passed 


unanimously.

Police 

Chief Kennedy was present to discuss with the Council his possible 

Issue

retirement and any post-employment health insurance benefits the City 


could offer.  COBRA law will be reviewed.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

