Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
May 12, 2008 at 7:30 PM

All members present.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims as amended.  Passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Welsh to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and variance hearing.  Passed unanimously.  In regards to the Don Tersteeg land use permit application to construct a fence, it was determined that the existing storage shed is 6’ into the alley right-of-way; therefore, the application cannot be approved as presented.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to allow construction of the fence on the rear property line as determined by Woelfel.  Passed unanimously.

Soil Service
Brad Aaseth, manager of the Bird Island Soil Service, was present to Variance
request that the Council act on the original variance application allowing a Application
storage shed be built 60’ setback from their north property line, even with 


the northern boundary of the Manufacturing District.  Placing the building 


further south, as proposed, would increase the amount of fill needed, 


conflict with well location, split the parking area and require more 



equipment and tanks to be placed closer to residential neighbors.  A 


motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to reconsider the 


vote approving Resolution 4-08 on 4-28-08.  All voted in favor except 


Cooper who was opposed.  All members voted against Resolution 4-08 as 


stated at the 4-28-08 meeting except Cooper who voted in favor.  Because 


the Council determined that abiding by the verbiage in the Zoning 



Ordinance would create undue hardship for Soil Service, a motion was 


made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve the original 


variance application (amended Resolution 4-08).  Passed unanimously.

Police Report
SMART Public Safety Software submitted a $2400.00 bid to convert old 


Bird Island data to the Renville County system.  Data conversion fees are 


not covered by the annual maintenance cost.  The Council felt the benefit 


was not worth the cost.  Due to an unexpected opening at MSU for an 


associate professor, Chief Bumgarner is requesting that, starting this fall, 


the police chief position become part-time and the City hire another entry 


level police officer.  This proposed staffing plan has several advantages 


and would provide long-term continuity in the police chief position at little 

or no additional cost to the City.  Upon finalizing the details of the plan 


and reviewal of the police budget, a motion was made by Engelmann and 


seconded by Schneider to approve advertising for a second police officer 


to begin duties on 8-1-08.  Passed unanimously.

212 & Main
The new cobra lighting on east Highway 212 should be functional by Street

June 1st.  The City continues to have problems with the decorative lighting Lighting
on Main Street.  The power still needs to be manually turned on and off 


and construction has left some light poles tilted.  The City is in constant 


contact with Xcel Energy representatives, including their Local 



Government Relations Manager, regarding these issues.  It is felt that Xcel 

Energy is not being adequately responsive and contact will be necessary 


with our State Legislators and City Attorney

Water/

To help resolve the THM problem in the water system MDH 
Sewer

representative John Blomme and MRWA representative Jeff Dale 
Systems
suggested a methodical approach to help determine the location of the 


problem and recommend different steps in the chlorination process.  These 

suggestions will be followed before any major improvements are 



authorized.  There is still some storm water entering the sanitary sewer 


system.  Two areas have been identified that need to be corrected, and 


approximately 50% of the storm water inflow in coming from non-



compliant sump pump systems.  Letters will be sent to all property owners 

whose sump pump water still goes into the sanitary sewer system.  A 


surcharge will be imposed on all properties who don’t comply within the 


specified timeframe.  The sanitary sewer system in Woelfel’s 2nd Addition 


is being inspected/surveyed to determine the best course of action.
Gravel/Dirt
The Council will not allow crushed concrete to be put on the gravel roads 


in town.  The Contractor will put class 5 on gravel roads and in alleys 


before “dust control” is performed.  A motion was made by Engelmann 


and seconded by Welsh to authorize Lingl/Woelfel to adjust dirt prices as 


needed.  Passed unanimously.

Hazardous
The Tree Board will meet to discuss hazardous/diseased boulevard trees Trees

and those that need to be trimmed due to traffic sign blockage.

Summer 
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Cooper to authorize Help

Lingl/Woelfel to hire an individual for the summer help position.  Passed 


unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, Administrator

