Minutes of the Board of Appeal and Equalization
April 26, 2010  7:00 – 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh

The meeting of the Board of Appeal and Equalization was called to order by Mayor Seidl. 

County Assessor Barb Trochlil and John Thompson were present to answer any questions raised by property owners regarding the assessed value of their property.  Prior to this meeting, Joan Thorpe contacted the Assessors office questioning the $40,100 value placed on her property.  Since it was determined that the interior renovations were only 70% completed, the Assessor’s office recommends a reduction in the assessed value to $33,400.  As there were no further comments or questions from the public, a motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to accept the assessed values as determined by the Assessor, amending the Thorpe property valuation from $40,100 to $33,400.  Passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

April 26, 2010 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims, and approve the minutes of the April 12th Public Hearing and Regular Meeting, and land use permits for Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (food fair stand), Jerry Brandt (storage shed) and Jim & Jan Eiler (new home/garage).  Passed unanimously.

Stop Sign
A request was made by area residents to place stop signs at the Ash 


Avenue/2nd Street intersection, stopping traffic on Ash Avenue.  This 


would replace the signs that were previously located at this intersection 


prior to the detour established for the Hwy. 212 reconstruction project.  In 


addition, stop signs are located on the other Avenues entering 2nd Street.  


A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to 



authorize placement of the stop signs.  Passed unanimously.
9th Street
Discussion continued regarding the unopened 9th Street r.o.w. south of R.O.W.
Grove Avenue.  The center of the r.o.w. was located by Bolton & Menk, 


Inc.’s survey crew and the City’s Police Chief and Public Works Director 


checked the site for any possible safety issues with backing onto the r.o.w. 

from Johnson’s shed/garage.  It is the opinion of city staff that there is 


adequate room to back onto the r.o.w. without having to move O’Neill’s 


shed; therefore, no action was taken at this time.

Police

Police Chief Bumgarner submitted his monthly report. There were 59 calls Department
for service in March.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by 

Welsh to purchase the police-package Impala at the state bid price plus the 

police car extras at a cost not to exceed $27,000.  Passed unanimously.  A 


motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to purchase a 

new in-squad video camera provided a grant is received through the 


Minnesota Sheriff’s Association.  Passed unanimously.  It will cost 


approximately $1200 to put a used transmission in the Crown Victoria 


police car.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to 


approve the repair.  All voted in favor except Engelmann who was 



opposed.  With regret and thanks, a motion was made by Engelmann and 


seconded by Schneider to approve the resignation of Police Chief 



Bumgarner effective June 1, 2010.  Passed unanimously.  A motion was 


made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to appoint Nic Smith as 


interim Police Chief beginning on June 1st for a period not to exceed one 


year.  Passed unanimously.
Well Sealing
Two unsealed inactive wells have been located adjacent to the downtown 


treatment plant.  As part of the PFA funding requirements, at least one of 


these wells must be sealed.  $15,920 remains unused following 



rehabilitation of the east side treatment plant and construction of well #8.  


Ervin Well Co. will be asked to submit quotes to seal both wells.  A 


motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann to authorize the 


expenditure of up to $5920 to seal the two wells.  Passed unanimously.  


Regarding well #4, a motion was made by Welsh and seconded by 



Engelmann to transfer ownership to the Bird Island Soil Service at no cost 


provided Soil Service pays for disconnecting the well from the city 


system and the legal fees.  Passed unanimously.

Engineering
Regarding engineering services for the east side water treatment plant Agreement
improvements & construction of well #8, Bolton & Menk, Inc. is 



requesting $10,000 for additional services provided on the project.  A 


motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to table 



discussion until well-sealing costs are determined.  Passed unanimously.

Plow Truck
The Council discussed the possible purchase of a 1992 Ford L-8000 plow 


truck from MnDOT.  Since it appears that other units may become 



available before MnDOT’s May 15th auction no decision was made at this 


time.

Hazardous
A letter will be requested from John Steinbach, Deputy State Fire Marshall Buildings
who was at the house fire at 120 South 10th Street, stating that the building 

is hazardous and should be condemned.  If the property owner does not 


comply with a “request to remove”, the City will need to begin legal 


proceedings.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann 


to authorize Councilor Schneider to inspect properties for hazardous 


elements, and report back to the full Council.  Passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

