Minutes of the Public Hearing to discuss submission of an application to the 

DEED MN Investment Fund (Rural Computer Consultants expansion project)
April 13, 2009 at 6:45 PM

All members present.

Mayor Seidl opened the public hearing.

The public hearing was call to receive public input on a proposal grant/loan application to the Department of Employment & Economic Development (DEED) to assist Rural Computer Consultants, Inc. (RCC) with their business/building expansion project.  The proposed grant/loan is for $199,000, which will be a loan to RCC.  As the loan is paid back, the City will put the money into their Revolving Loan Fund for other economic development purposes.  EDA Director Gene Wenstrom and Sue Peterson spoke in favor of the application and answered all questions from the Council.  There were no negative comments.
Hearing adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Board of Appeal and Equalization

April 13, 2009  7:00 – 7:30 PM

All members present.

The meeting of the Board of Appeal and Equalization was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

County assessor Barb Trochlil and John Thompson were present to answer any questions raised by property owners regarding the assessed value of their property.  Bud Welsh was present to question why his property value was increased by $8000.  The increase was due to the change in the “effective age” of his home from 1965 to 1975.  As there were no further comments of questions from the public, the meeting was adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

April 13, 2009 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Hightshoe, Engelmann, Schneider, Schemmel

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Hightshoe and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and land use permit for the Renville County Ag. Society (shelter/entertainment structure).  Passed unanimously.

2008 Audit
Sara Beavers, Oberloh & Associated, was present to submit and review 


the 2008 Audit report.  A vote on approval was delayed until the next 


meeting to give Councilors time to review the full report and to call Sara 


with any questions.
9th Street
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Johnson (911 Grove Avenue) were present to request South

the placement of gravel (approximately 12 – 14 feet wide) on the 



unopened 9th Street right-of-way (currently grass).  They would like access 

to the rear of their property where they intend to place a 16’ x 24’ storage 


shed.  If a street were to be constructed, it would have to be done 



according to City specifications and assessed to adjacent property owners.  

The contour of the land would have to remain the same in order to 



maintain proper drainage.  It was suggested that a strip of gravel be placed 

(at the Johnson’s expense) as far as possible to the west; acting as a 


driveway.  Council members will meet on-site with the Johnsons and 


O’Neills to discuss possible location of the driveway.
Soil Service
Brad Aaseth, manager at the Bird Island Soil Service, was present to 


inform the Council that the business is considering the placement of 


ammonia storage on B.I. Elevator property (south city limits).  This 


property is zoned manufacturing.  The Council had no objections to the 


request provided the location complies with zoning regulations.

Police

Police Chief Bumgarner submitted and reviewed his monthly report.  Department
There were 61 calls for service in March.  The pros and cons of seeking 


COPS grant funds for an additional officer were discussed.  The grant 


would fully fund an added officer for three years and the City would be 


obligated to fund the position in the fourth year.  Because of the 



uncertainty regarding LGA, the Council was concerned with finding the 


needed funds for the fourth year.  The City will not apply for the COPS 


grant at this time.  The police have begun the process of identifying 


possible hazardous buildings and nuisance violations, and will report back 


to the Council.  The concern regarding the Police Chief’s residency was 


discussed.  It was stated that the position is currently part-time and 



receives no health insurance benefits.  The City personnel policy has no 


residency requirements; however, personnel choosing to live outside of the 

City must be able to respond within a reasonable period of time.  



Councilors were encouraged to call the Police Chief with any 



concerns/complaints.

Resolution
A motion was made by Hightshoe and seconded by Engelmann to approve 8-09

Resolution 8-09, declaring the Police Chief a member of the Public 


Employees Police and Fire Plan.  Passed unanimously.

Summer 
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to 

Help

advertise for the summer help position and to authorize the Administrator 


& Maintenance Supervisor to hire a qualified candidate.  Passed 



unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Hightshoe and seconded by Engelmann to approve 9-09

Resolution 9-09, authorizing submission of a DEED funding application 


for the Rural Computer Consultants expansion project.  Passed 



unanimously.

Ball Park
The City Council has committed $50,000 over five years to ball park Improve-
improvements for years 2008-2012.  The BOLD Baseball Association is ments

requesting that the City up-front the $30,000 allocated for years 2010-


2012 in order to help lower their loan principal/interest costs.  A motion 


was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hightshoe to approve the 


request provided the City is able to make enough cuts in their current 


budget to accommodate the upcoming unallotment of LGA.  Passed 


unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator  
