Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
March 10, 2008 at 7:30 PM

Cooper absent.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

1976 

Five bids were received for the 1976 Chevy ¾ ton pick up truck that was Fire Dept.
used by the Fire Department.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded Pick Up
by Engelmann to accept the high bid of $1000 and sell the pick up to 


Vernon Mellies.  Passed unanimously.

Public

A report was submitted by Public Works Supervisor Woelfel regarding Works

possible infrastructure improvements that should be considered due to the Projects
timing of the citywide project.  Should the Council decide against 



renovation of the east water treatment plant, funds would be saved for 


future water main replacement.  An easement will be requested from a 


property owner east of Ash & “0” Street to solve a storm water infiltration 


problem.  The lift station servicing the Smith/Weis properties will need to 


be installed.  Many of the items in the report relate to utility maintenance 


and private property issues.  Regarding possible well improvements, 


drawdown numbers and water quality testing will be completed before any 

decision is made.  A meeting has been scheduled for 10:30 AM on March 


13th with the City of Hector to discuss the possible sharing of equipment.
Police

Police Chief Bumgarner submitted his report.  A draft agreement with the Report

County, regarding record system integration, was reviewed.  Some 



discussion remains regarding initial term date, first year service fee and 


annual fee increases.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by 

Schneider to approve an expenditure of up to $635 in 2008 to County IT 


staff for records integration.  Passed unanimously.



Two surplus metal desks were received from Renville County.



It appears that no legislation will be passed this year which would 



explicitly permit or ban the issuance of administrative tickets.



Regarding traffic control, a stop sign will be placed on northbound 5th 


Street at Ash Avenue.  A formal request will be made to MnDOT to 


change the speed limit signs on both ends of town on Hwy. 212.  The 


Police suggest creating “throughways” out of 2nd , Dogwood and 10th , 


installing stop signs on cross-streets onto these roads.  Input from the 


public will be needed before adding these stop signs.  There was concern 


about increased speed on the “throughways” and the creation of a “false 


sense of security”.   

Main Street
The situation with the power to the Main Street decorative lighting was Lighting
discussed.  The City has an agreement with Xcel Energy to maintain the 


lights.  The power outage caused the problem and the necessary parts have 

to be ordered.  Currently Xcel Energy is manually turning the lights on 


and off.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, Administrator

