Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
February 23, 2009 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Hightshoe, Engelmann, Schneider, Schemmel

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schemmel to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and to authorize payment of the claims.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hightshoe to adopt 

4-09

Resolution 4-09, authorizing Financial Institution responsibilities and 


signatories of two agents on checks and legal documents.  Passed 



unanimously.

Water 

The Council agrees that the goal of the City is to operate/maintain one System

water treatment plant and that, due to the available water supply, it should 


be the east plant.  Plans and specifications for the necessary treatment 


plant improvements are being completed by BMI.  If the goal is to 



eventually abandon the aging in-town wells, another well should be drilled 

(preferably close to the east treatment plant to save in piping costs) for 


redundancy purposes.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded 


by Schneider to authorize BMI to prepare plans and specifications for a 


new well at a cost not to exceed $5000, should grant money become 


available for this purpose.  Passed unanimously.

Street 

The League of MN Cities supports Legislation that would give cities the Improvement
authority to establish street improvement districts; giving cities an 

District

alternative tool (besides special assessments/property taxes) to finance 


needed road construction/maintenance.  A motion was made by 



Engelmann and seconded by Schemmel to adopt Resolution 5-09, 



requesting that the Legislature provide authority for cities to create street 


improvement districts.  Passed unanimously.  The Council also discussed 


on-going needed maintenance to City streets, including crack filling and 


seal coating.  Needed street improvements, that may be related to recent 


construction, are being documented to discuss with the 




Contractor/Engineer.
Fire 

Hiring of an additional firefighter was delayed to receive further Department
information from the Fire Department Interview Committee.

March 26
The Council discussed the possibility of selling some equipment/vehicles Auction
at the March 26th Henslin Auction.  Before a decision is made, it was 


suggested to compile a spreadsheet of all vehicles/equipment; listing 


description, current uses, cost of any needed repairs, cost to rent or replace, 

etc.  It was also suggested that discussion with the County or neighboring 


cities remain open regarding the possibility sharing of 




vehicles/equipment/services.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
