Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
December 8, 2008 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Welsh, Engelmann, Schneider, Schemmel

The regular meeting was called to order by Assistant Mayor Welsh.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schemmel to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and to authorize payment of the claims submitted.  Passed unanimously.

Ball Park
Mike Nagel, BOLD Baseball Association, was present to discuss the 


improvements needed to the ball park to make the facility ready for the 


2010 state amateur baseball tournament.  The Council has committed 


$10,000 for five years beginning in 2008.  To alleviate a drainage problem, 

a motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schemmel to install 


tile and two manholes at a cost not to exceed $5000.  Passed unanimously.  

Nagel asked for assurance from the new Council that they will support 


improvements to the ball park facility.

Water

The Council was updated on a meeting held on 11-25-08 to review the System

status of the City’s water treatment and supply.  Two action items from the 

meeting included arrangement of a BMI certified water plant technician to 

work with City staff, and preparation of plans and specifications to drill a 


test well.  A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Engelmann 


to approve the test well plans and specifications and to authorize 



solicitation of bids from known contractors.  Passed unanimously.  Costs 


will be requested before a water technician is consulted.
Tractor

Two estimates were received to purchase a rear blade for the 6300 John Blade

Deere tractor:  $3375 from George Plass Sales & Service and $4900 from 


Kibble Equipment.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by 


Schneider to purchase the blade from George Plass Sales & Service.  


Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schemmel to adopt 14-08

Resolution 14-08, establishing an agreement with Renville County to 


provide snow plowing/removal services on four blocks on Main Street 


(CSAH5).  Passed unanimously.

Township
Fire Department expenses have increased an average of 5% per year over Fire 

the last ten years.  In light of this increase, it was suggested that the per Contracts
section township fee be increased a minimal percentage each year.  A 


motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to increase 


the section fee to $165 in 2010.  Passed unanimously.
Liquor

Our Attorney was consulted and the recommended changes were made to Ordinance
proposed Liquor Ordinance 203.  The Ordinance includes a Sunday liquor 203

license fee of $100 and Sunday hours of 10:00 AM to 1:00 AM (Monday).  

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve 


the Ordinance as amended.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to adopt 12-08

Resolution 12-08, establishing fees and charges for the sewer, waterworks 


and storm water facilities, effective 1-1-09.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to adopt 13-08

Resolution 13-08, adopting the 2009 Budget and payable 2009 final levy 


at $327,818.00, a 3% increase over 2008.  Passed unanimously.

Plat

Some interest has been shown in building homes on the lots in Pelican Development
Lake’s 2nd Addition.  A written request was made for the City to develop 


this area.  The City’s Engineer will be consulted as to the cost of a 



preliminary engineering study that would provide estimates for 



infrastructure (water, sewer, storm sewer, street) improvements.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
