Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
December 22, 2008 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Heyl, Welsh, Engelmann, Schneider, Schemmel

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Open Forum
Commissioner Setzepfandt was present to update the Council on the 


Pioneerland Library System operations and what they have done to cut 


costs.  The City’s contribution to the system will go up by 3.8% in 2009.  


Woelfel informed the Council of the need for two new tires on the grader.  

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to 



authorize the expenditure of approximately $1500 on refurbished tires for 


the grader.  Passed unanimously.

Water

Bids were opened to drill a test well in the City limits; with the low bidder System

being Peterson Well Drilling at $33,275.00.  The reason for drilling a test 


well is to hopefully find a second water source should the Council choose 


to utilize the in-town treatment plant and “moth ball” the plant east of 


town.  Due to the State LGA cuts and the uncertainty of the details which 


may be included in a federal stimulus package, a motion was made by 


Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to postpone a decision regarding 


the drilling of a test well. Passed unanimously.  The Council will not, at 


this time, hire the services of one of Bolton & Menk’s certified water plant 

technicians.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by 



Schemmel to spend up to $4000 on a meter and backflow piping.  Passed 


unanimously.  According to USDA RD, the City, at this time, is only 


eligible for loan funding in regards to potential water treatment facility 


upgrades.

Resolution
A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann to approve 

15-08

Resolution 15-08, adopting the Renville County All Hazard Mitigation 


Plan.  Passed unanimously.

Sunday
A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann to approve the Liquor

Sunday Liquor license application from Tricia’s Pelican Pub.  Passed 


unanimously.

State Aid
Due to the State budget deficit, the City of Bird Island will lose $29,634 in Cuts

their second half LGA payment scheduled to be received around 



December 26, 2008.  Cities will likely face additional cuts in 2009/2010.

MnDOT
MnDOT has inquired if the City is interested in land they own along Property
Highway 212 (121 South 1st Street), and are willing to transfer ownership 


at no cost if the land is used for a public purpose.  Should the City acquire 


financing for a new fire station, the land could be used for that purpose. 

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

