Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
December 14, 2009

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Hightshoe, Welsh (appointed to fill temporary vacancy – Cooper position)

A public hearing was held at 7:30 PM to discuss the proposed 2010 Budget and Levy.  There was brief discussion regarding some budget items.  As there was no one from the public present with questions/concerns, the hearing was closed.

Resolution
Due to his previous two terms as a Council member, Mayor Seidl 
19-09

appointed Larry Welsh to fill the temporary vacancy left by Cooper.  A 


motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to adopt 


Resolution 19-09, declaring a temporary vacancy on the Council and 


appointing Larry Welsh to replace Cooper until his return to Bird Island.  


All voted in favor except Hightshoe who was opposed.  At this point in the 

meeting Hightshoe verbally stated his intent to resign from the Council, 


with a formal resignation to be forthcoming in the local newspaper.

Minutes/
A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Engelmann to 

Claims

authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last 


regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.
Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve 20-09

Resolution 20-09, adopting the 2010 Budget and payable 2010 final Levy 


at $327,818, a 0% increase over 2009.  Passed unanimously.

Police

Police Chief Bumgarner submitted and reviewed his monthly report.  Report

There were 46 calls for service in November.  The report included a 


comparison of the number of traffic stops in Bird Island versus other cities 

in the County.  The analysis showed a significant variability in the volume 

of stops/citations amongst municipalities.  A concern was raised regarding 

response time on a specific domestic call received by the police 



department.  There was some discrepancy as to whether or not the call was 

registered as an emergency.  The Chief will check into the situation and 


respond to the caller.

Drainage
Due to soil compaction, a drainage problem has been identified on the Problem
van der Hagen farm land where the City installed sanitary sewer mains.  A 

motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize 


an expenditure of up to $900 to install drain tile on the property.  Passed 


unanimously.  The Administrator will request that USDA sewer grant 


funds be used to pay for the work.

Farm 

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to approve the Contract
second contract with Dick Eiler to farm six acres directly east of 13th 


Street at a cost of $100/acre.  Passed unanimously.

Site Use
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to approve the Agreement
2010 LSS Senior Nutrition Program Site Use Agreement, including no 


annual fee and daily hours (Monday-Friday) of 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM.  


Passed unanimously.

Kibble

The Renville County Soil & Water Conservation staff has raised concerns Land

about the possible presence of wetlands on the ten acres of land to be Development
developed by Kibble Equipment.  Since the law requires landowners to 


prove that there are no wetlands, a proposal was received from Bolton & 


Menk, Inc. (Phase I - $4000; Phase II - $4000) to provide a Wetlands 


Review & Delineation Services.  The Bird Island EDA has agreed to pay 


for the needed services up to $8000.


A meeting is schedule with MnDOT on 12-16-09 to discuss the possible 


need for a right turn lane and associated costs.  A motion was made by 


Engelmann and seconded by Schneider authorizing the Administrator to 


draft a letter to MnDOT requesting they delay the requirement of a right 


turn lane until 2-5 years after property development and construction of 


the 15th Street access, to determine if there are valid safety/highway 


maintenance concerns.  If so, the City would then be required to construct 


the turn lane.  Passed unanimously.
Senior

As part of the USDA funding application for the senior housing project, a Housing
letter of support is required.  A motion was made by Engelmann and 


seconded by Schneider to draft a letter of support for the project.  Passed 


unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

