Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
November 26, 2007 at 7:30 PM

Cooper absent.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Welsh to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to approve a land use permit for Alltel (support tower and equipment building).  Passed unanimously.

Sewer

The Council discussed the possibility of assessing liquidated damages to Separation
DBI for missing a few contractual time frames.  Our Engineer is 

Project

recommending that all potential liquidated damages be waived for the 


following reasons: DBI met the overall project goals to-date within the 


important milestone dates, work performed is satisfactory and 



meets/exceeds the intent of the project plans and the work to-date is within 

project contract budget and is expected to under-run.  The Council will 


consider waiving the assessment of liquidated damages provided a few 


lingering issues with DBI are resolved adequately.



Amundson Construction, DBI’s Concrete subcontractor, is recommending 


that minimal calcium chloride (salt) be used for ice control on new 



concrete work (sidewalks, driveways, curb & gutter) due to the fact that 


newer concrete is more susceptible to deterioration caused by too much 


salt.



The City has requested that an O&M manual be provided for operation of 


the improved wastewater treatment system.



The City will request bids from our Engineer to plat City land east of 13th 


Street and 3rd Street for possible residential development.  It was 



suggested the Cherry Avenue be platted as a street right-of-way from 11th 


to 13th Street.



The Council discussed possible improvements to paved City streets that 


were not reconstructed with the project.  Since the project is coming in 


under-budget, it was suggested that we consult with USDA regarding the 


possibility of utilizing funds to patch/seal coat needed roadways.

East

Upon recommendation by MRWA, it was decided not to operate the east Treatment
water treatment plant this winter.  When estimated final project costs are Plant

in, and it is determined that there are excess funds for the “water” portion 


of the project, the Council will consider needed improvements to the 


treatment plant.

Farm 

Rental fees will be waived for 2007 and 2008 regarding land owned by the Contract
City that has previously been used for crop farming.  The possibility of 


adequate crop farming has been/is unavailable due to the recent 



construction project.
Sunrise
Upon recommendation by the EDA, a motion was made by Engelmann Agra Fuels
and seconded by Welsh to set aside 6.25 acres (of City-owned land) for 


placement of the Prairie Agra Fuels manufacturing plant, provided the 


following requirements are met:




1.
Financing for the project is in place




2.
Investment Capital has been raised




3.
Plans and prints have been approved by the City 






4.
Permits have been approved




5.
Land will be donated provided the business is operational 




for at least ten years




6.
The above requirements are completed by May 1, 2008



Passed unanimously.

Hall Rental
A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to adopt a 


Community Center Rental Agreement that would provide for a $50 


deposit, $50 rental fee and usage requirements.  Passed unanimously.

Township
A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to approve the Fire 

2008 Township Fire Contracts at a rate of $160 per section.  Passed Contracts
unanimously.

Parking
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to approve Lot Lease
a parking lot lease with St. Mary’s Church for $1016.14 annually for ten 


years.  Passed unanimously.

Police

The Council is interested in pursuing a possible joint powers agreement Services
with Hector regarding police department services, provided the feeling is 


mutual.

Weidner
The Council is not interested in lowering the $2500 minimal asking price Property
for the tax-forfeited Weidner property.  The City spent over $11,000 on 



demolition and legal fees regarding the property.
Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
