Minutes of the Public Hearing to discuss the proposed tax abatement/business subsidy for the 

Kibble Equipment Project
November 22, 2010 at 7:00 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh, Lynch

Mayor Seidl opened the public hearing.

The hearing was called to order to receive public input on a proposal to grant a property tax abatement and business subsidy for the Kibble Equipment project. (Parcel number 28-00086-00) Rusty Fifield, Northland Securities, was present to explain what a tax abatement entails and how it differs from tax increment financing.  The term “abatement” is misleading as it is more like a “rebate” to the property owner for site improvements that increase the value of the property.  The proposed ten year abatement is estimated at $171,000.  The City’s commitment will end either after 10 years or when the $171,000 plateau is reached.  As there were no comments or concerns from the public the hearing was closed at 7:30 PM.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

November 22, 2010 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Engelmann, Schneider, Welsh, Lynch

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution

14-10

14-10, approving property tax abatements for the Kibble Equipment Project, and to

Busniess 
approve the Business Subsidy Agreement, adding the statement that “the City’s

Subsidy 
commitment will end either after ten years or when the $171,000 plateau is reached.”  Passed unanimously.

New 

Following background checks and interviews, the Fire Department is recommending

Firefighters 
that the Council hire the following three individuals as new firefighters: Joshua Jungers, Jason Berg and Nathan Rudeen.  This will bring the Department to 26 firefighters.  A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Engelmann to approve the recommendation.  Passed unanimously.
Cherry

The Tersteegs/Island Estates, LLC are requesting that the City extend water, sewer and

Avenue 
storm water services on Cherry Avenue east from 13th Street approximately 450 feet.  In return, they would offer 80’ of land on the north end of their properties for a street right-of-way.  The costs appear prohibitive at this time with no guarantee of any development occurring.  In order to plan such improvements according to City specifications, more time and information will be needed to make an educated decision.  It was suggested that a work session be planned for next spring involving all parties who would benefit from the improvements.
Cat Problem
Discussion continued on how to handle the feral cat situation in town.  Internet articles were reviewed stating that “Killing cats is no solution to feral cat problems.”  An article will be put in the paper, website and local cable channel stressing the need to be responsible pet owners and to have cats spayed or neutered.  The Council is also exploring the option of adopting an ordinance penalizing homeowners who feed homeless/feral cats.

Township Fire
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh to approve the 2011
Contracts 
Township Fire Contract Agreements at a cost of $170 per section.  Passed unanimously.

Farm 

A motion was made by Welsh and seconded by Schneider to approve the two 2011

Contracts 
Farm rental contracts (approximately 20 acres total) with Dick Eiler at a cost of $100/acre.  Passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator
