Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
October 5, 2007 at 4:00 PM

All members present.

The meeting began with the interview of candidates for the police officer position.  Following the interviews, the qualities of the candidates were discussed.  Upon recommendation of Chief Bumgarner, a motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Welsh that pending a background investigation the police officer position be offered to Nicholas Smith, with a salary beginning at Step 1 of the pay scale.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council

October 8, 2007 at 7:30 PM

All members present.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Welsh to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular and special meetings and public hearing, and land use permit for Howard Robb (garage).  Passed unanimously.

Sewer
&
Because the City did not design a sewer main adjacent to the George 
212 Projects
Melsha property, he was allowed (via an easement) to cross the Suess 


property with his private sewer line.  He will receive a discount on his 


assessment for the extra cost he had to incur.  There are currently 63 


properties (whose services are not disconnected) whose private sewer lines 

need to be updated.  A letter will be sent to the owners giving them until 


6-30-08 to do so.  Our Engineer will be consulted on issues regarding 


traffic control and street classifications, with the current project 



engineering budget being utilized to perform this reviews.  Engelmann is 


working with MnDOT/Xcel Energy regarding the street and traffic lights 


along Highway 212.  A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by 


Welsh to designate “no parking” along Hwy. 212 from 8th Street west to 


the City limits, requesting MnDOT install the appropriate signs.  Passed 


unanimously.  Regarding snow removal on Hwy. 212 sidewalks, there will 

be no requirement for property owners in the residential areas to remove 


snow from adjacent sidewalks, as is the case throughout town.
MDH Report
A report of the operations/maintenance of the City’s water system was 


submitted by the Department of Health following an annual survey.  No 


deficiencies were noted; however, John Blomme (Surveyor) did make 


some recommendations that will help manage the system.

Prairie

Russ Koopman and Bob Ryan, representing Prairie Agra Fuels, were 

Agra Fuels
present to discuss a possible new location for the company’s biomass 


pellet manufacturing plant and R&D building; approximately 6 acres 


owned by the City on the western end of town, south of Hwy. 212.  They 


are looking for the City to donate the land and set up a TIF District or 


utilize JOBZ program.  Before any construction could begin, among other 


things, the land will need to be leveled, surveyed and re-zoned.  EDA 


Director, Gene Wenstrom, will check on the compatibility of the proposed 

senior housing facility which would be located to the east of the pellet 


manufacturing plant.  In addition, proof of no environmental concerns, and 

evidence that all financing is in place, will be requested.

G.O. Bonds
The City is working with Northland Securities to sell bonds to help pay for 

three change orders to the sewer separation project that involve additional 


street work.  The projects also involve special assessments.  The Council 


reviewed a preliminary debt service schedule for the G.O. Improvement 


Bonds.  The Council will issue the bonds at its next regular meeting.

Police 

Nicolas Smith has accepted the City’s offer to be its new full-time police Officer

officer.  He will begin his duties as soon as a background check is 



complete and adequate notice is given to his current employer.
Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

