Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
October 26, 2009

Council members present: Engelmann, Cooper, Hightshoe, Schneider

The regular meeting was called to order by Assistant Mayor Engelmann.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Cooper to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Sidewalk
The Council reviewed the current sidewalk maintenance policy.  Per the Maintenance
City’s agreement with MnDOT, all of the new sidewalk along Hwy. 212 


will need to be maintained.  A motion was made by Hightshoe and 



seconded by Schneider to amend the sidewalk maintenance resolution as 


follows: Add all sidewalk along Hwy. 212, delete northeast section on 


Birch between Main & 6th, delete west side on 9th between 212 & Ash, 


delete south side on Dogwood between Main & 6th and delete west side on 

6th between Ash & Birch.  Passed unanimously.

Hazardous
The Council again discussed the identification of possible 
Buildings
substandard/hazardous buildings.  It was suggested that generic letters be 


sent to property owners requesting that improvements be made to their 


buildings so that compliance with City Ordinances and the State Building 


Code are met.  Even thought some buildings may appear structurally 


sound, there may be nuisance ordinance violations and/or a concern that 


some buildings may have a negative impact on the valuation of adjacent 


properties.  A motion was made by Cooper and seconded by Hightshoe to 


table discussion for further research.  Passed unanimously.
Roof Leak
Only one bid for $740.99 (fix leak around skylight)/$1416.19 (remove 


skylight & cover up hole) was received from P&L Builders to repair the 


roof leak at the 199 South Main Street building.  A motion was made by 


Cooper and seconded by Schneider to hire P&L Builders to repair the leak 

based on the bids presented.  Passed unanimously.

Police

Police Chief Bumgarner submitted and reviewed his monthly report.  Report

There were 86 calls for service in September.  The Renville County Fair 


investigation, the Chief’s corner column and nuisance violations were 


briefly discussed.  Due to possible new responsibilities at MSU Mankato, 


the Chief may step down from his current part-time position.  Different 


scenarios on how to structure the police department were discussed 


including a joint powers agreement with other Cities in the County, 


contracting with the County, retaining a part-time chief position or going 


with two full time police, one being the Chief.  Whatever structure is 


chosen, the chief does not want to harm/disrupt police services or 



negatively impact the job security of our two full-time officers.  The Chief 

will do more research on the various options, attaching cost estimates to 


each alternative.

Summer
The Council discussed the annual $4000 contribution made to the BOLD Rec Fee
Community Education Summer Recreation program.  The City has 


annually contributed $4000 since 1995.  In 2009, Bird Island had 48 


recreation participants and 58 took swimming lessons.  It was suggested 


that the fee be related to participation numbers in each City/Township.  A 


motion was made by Hightshoe to pay ½ the fee ($2000) in the future.  


The motion failed due to no second.  Community Ed Director Melissa 


Sagedahl will be invited to discuss the issue with the Board prior to a 


regular Council meeting.

DEED 

A motion was made by Hightshoe and seconded by Schneider to approve a Grant

$195,000 grant agreement with DEED for the Rural Computer Consultants Agreement
(RCC) expansion project.  This will be a loan to RCC and the City retains 


20%.  RCC is required to add 14 new employees.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator 
