Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
January 9, 2012 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Seidl, Lynch, Schneider

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Seidl.

A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lynch to authorize payment of the claims and approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Passed unanimously.

Open Forum
Deanna Beckler was present to request information regarding paid holidays and employee health insurance benefits.  The City Administrator will provide the requested information.

Erickson
Joy Erickson was present to question the large water usage on her 12-1-11 utility bill.  It

Utility Bill 
was determined that the outside remote reader was not functioning properly since September, and possible before.  Ericksons admitted using more water in September following seeding of their yard and to power wash their house.  In late November the water meter in the house was read.  This reading was used to determine the billing on 12-1-11.  Ericksons are asking for a reduction in the utility bill.  As two Councilors were absent, a decision was postponed until the next Council meeting.  It was suggested that the public be informed as to the water meter/remote reader situation on private property.  The remote readers on the outside of homes are connected by a wire to the actual water meter in the home, and were installed so staff did not have to enter homes to obtain meter readings.  If the outside remote reader quits functioning, the water meter in the house will continue to register water usage, so please contact the City Office if the wire becomes disconnected or it has been removed to do work inside/outside of the house.  City staff will need to adjust the remote so it accurately reflects the water usage, as shown on the inside water meter.  If the remote quits working you will be billed for the usage as shown on the actual inside water meter, so please check to make sure that your water meter and remote have the same reading.

Police Report
The monthly police report was submitted and reviewed.  The Police Department handled 1510 incidents, made 857 traffic stops, gave 664 warnings and issued 220 citations in 2011.

Mayor
A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lynch to approve the 2012 Mayor

Appointments 
Appointments as presented changing Assistant Mayor to Dan Wolff and replacing 
C. Engelmann with Mayor Seidl on Parks & Recreation.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution
A motion was made by Lynch and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution 1-12,
1-12 
supporting application for funding of construction of curb & gutter and bituminous surfacing on 13th Street, through MnDOT’s Local Road Improvement Program.  Passed unanimously.
Pay Equity
A motion was made by Lynch and seconded by Schneider to approve the Pay Equity 

Report
Report as submitted.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

